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« « . Pursuant to notice, the regular
monthly meéting of Louisiané Wildlifg aﬁd Fisher-
ies Commission convened at 10:00 o}clock a.m. on
Tuesday, July 24, 1979, at.the Wildlife and Fish-i
eries Buildiné, Room 102, 400‘Roya1 Street, New
Orleans, Louisiana, Donald F. Willé, Vice Chairman,
presiding. . . .

. PRESENT WERE:
 DONALD F. WILLE, Vice Chairman
J. C. FARRELLY, Member -
H. CLAY LUTTRELL, Member

CHARLES RIGGS, Member.

— g — — — —

1. Approval of minﬁtes of June 24, 1979. _ (5)

DR. LYLE ST. AMANT

2. Request from Mississippi River Materials, 1(5)
Inc.ﬂfor.renewal of permit to feﬁove san&
;material from the bottom of the Missis-
sippi River in the vicinity of Mile ?1.0
between Mile 70.26 and Mile 51.57,

PlaqueminesParlsh Louisiana.
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Request from Louisiana Paving Co., Inc. for a

permit to remove fill material from the
Missiésippilkivef_in'the vicinity of
Mile 143.5 and 144.0 AHP.

4, Request from Atlas‘Constrﬁctioﬁ Co. to remove
£i11 material at Mile’Posﬁ 1485, st.
James P#rish, Louisiana.

5. Request from F & S EQuipment Company, Inc.
for renewal of permit to remove fill
material from the Mississippi‘River at’
Mile Point 164.5 at Ceﬁtral, Louisiana.

6. Request from F & S Equipment Company, Inc.
for reneéal of permit to remove fill
material from the Mississippi Rivér at
Mile Point 142.0 at Garyville, Lﬁuisiana.

MR. HARRY SCHAFER |

7. Set opening date for Bay Junop and ﬁackberry
Bay Oyster‘Seed Reservafions and closure
of shell plants.

MR. ALLEN EﬁSMINGER

8. Setting of season dates, rqle and regulations

-re alligator season. |
9. Pipeline right-of-way across portion of
8600
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(11
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(26

(58



- " Salvador Wildlife Management Area.

MR. JOE HERRING
10.  Hunting regulatiohs‘on Da:bonné Area.v _ (61
11, Resolution Hdnting and Fishing Day, : (éSj
12; Ratify seasons'and bag limits on teal, doves, (70

yéils,’woodcock, snipe and gallinules,.

OTHER BUSINESS

13. Set date for Augusf meeting. . ‘ (85
The following items not on the pfihﬁed agenda &ere
also considered:
Announcement by Mr. Schafer of further shell (25)
plants with disaster fqﬁds.
Reéﬁest by Chairman for briefing»re oyster 1(25)
lease moraﬁoriuﬁ. -
Reéuest for suppf%mental information to be (72)
included in informal agenda for Com-
mission mee;ingé. |
Adoption of resqlution re conflicting alli- (74)
gatbr trade regulations;
Appeal on Bayou Dorcheat apélication. (85)

Adjournment. | ’ (87)
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CHAIRMAN DONALD F. WILLE: Good morning,
ladies and genflemeﬁ. Welcome to the Louisiana
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission meétiﬁg,'July 24,
1979. | |

The first thing on the agenda is ﬁhe
abproval:of the minuteé from the Jﬁﬂe 24 meeting.

MR; RIGGS: 1 ﬁove'we approve‘the minutes,
Mr. Chairman, |

| MR. FARRELLY: I will second that motion.
 THE CHAIRMAN: Moved By.Mr. Riggs and
. seconded by Mr. Farrelly.‘ All in favor say aye.
| IN UNISON: = Aye. |
THE CHAIRMAN: Any opposed?
(No response)

So ordered.

Dr., St. Amant.

' DR. LYLE ST. AMANT: Good morning, Mr.
Chairman, Members of the Commission, ladies and
gentlemen. We have several items, all dealing
with permits in the Mississippi River. A number
of these are renewals and those which aré not
rénewals are by companies who‘own a number of per-

mits and what they are doing is moving to new
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areas.whefe they can supply the demaﬁd for . fill
mate:ial. I will téke the@ one'at a time.

The first request is by the Mississippi
River Materials, Inc. for renewal 65 a permit to
rémove sand and fill material from the bottom of
the MissiSsiﬁpi'River in the viéinify of Miie 71
and 70.26 and ﬁile 51 in Plaquemines Parish. We
‘'have examined this~and we find there has been no
problem. I woulﬁ recommend it be renewed for one
fear at the.appr0priate ﬁen cents a ya;d royalty.
- Mi;_LdITRELL: I so move. o

MR. RIGGS: . Sec&nd.

THE CHAIRMAN: Moved by Mr. Luttrell,
secon&ed by Mr. Riggs. All in favor say aye.

IN UNISON: Aye. | |

TﬁE CHAIRMAN: Any opposed?

(No_fesponse)_ |
Motion carries. |
| (The full text of the
resolution is here made
a part of the record.)
BE IT RESOLVED that the

iouisiana Wildlife and Fisheries'

- 34 |
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Commission does hereby grant pefmiésion
to MISSISSIPPI RIVEﬁ MATERIALS, INC, to
femove fill ﬁatériél from the Missis-
 sip§i River in the vicinity qf,Mile 71.0
between Mile 70.26 and Mile 51.57, in
 Pia§u§m£ne§jPa;i§h, Lodisiana;.for a
period of oﬂe yeér from July 24, 1979
to July 24;.1980; at a royaltj rate of .
. ten cents per'cubic yard, |
DR. ST. AMANT:U The next one is a request}
from Louisiana Pa§ing Company for a permit to
remove fill ﬁ;terial frqm'the Mississippi River in
the vicinity of Miié 143.5aand 144,0. This is a
company now operating, it is just moving up the
river to ;nother location. We would recommend the
permit be issued for one.year at the appropriate
royalty. _
| ’THEiCHAIRMANﬁ 0. K., gentlemen.
‘MR. FARRELLY: I éo move. .
THE CHAIRMAN: Moved by Mr. Farrelly.
MR, LUTTRELL: Second.
THE CHAIRMAN: Seconded by Mr. Luttrell.

All in favor say aye,

[ 3 .
88a HELEN R. DIETRICH, INC, the complete convention service in new orleans




IN UNISON: Aye.
THE'CHAIRMAN: Any negativeé
l(No.response)
Motion péssed.
(The. full text.of the
resolution'is here made
a part of the record.)
~_BE IT RESOLVED that the
Louisiané.Wildlife’and Fisheries Com-
" mission doeé hereby grant permission
" to LOUISIAﬁA PAVING CO., INC. to
remove fill material from'tﬁe'Missis-
sippi'Rivef 15 the vicinity of Milev 
143;5 and 144.0 AHP for a period of
one year from July'24, 1979 tovJuly 24,
1980, afba royalty rate of ten éents

per cubic yard.

DR. ST. AMANT: The third item is a
feqdest"ffom Atlas Conétrﬁction Cqmpaﬁy go:remove
£i11 matgrial at Milepoét_lAS.S,'St.‘James'Parish,
Louisiana. We would reéommend that this permit
Be issued at.ten cents a yard for one ye#r.

THE CHAIRMAN: 0. K., gentlemen.

>y
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MR. LUTTRELL: 1 so move.
MR. FARRELLY: Second.
THE CHAIRMAN: Moved by Mr. Luttrell,
seéonded by Mr.-Earrelly. All in favor say aye.
IN UNISON: Agye.
THE CHAIRHAN: Any negative votes?
(No response)
Motion paséed.
(The full text of the
resolution is here made
a part of the record.)
BE IT RESOLVED that the
Louisiana wilélife and Fisheries
» Cogmission does héreby grant per-
" mission to ATLAS CONSTRUCTION co.,
AINC. to remove fill material from
the Mississippi River at Mile 148.5
- AHP, St. James Parish, Louiéiana,
for a ﬁeriod of one~yearvfrom
July 24, 1979 to July 24, 1980, at
a royalty rate éf ten cents éer
cubiec yard.

DR, ST, AMANT: Item 5 is a request by

Saaa HELEN R. DIETRICH, INC., the complete convention service in new orleans



10

F & S Equipﬁen; Company, Iné. for renew#l of their
permit at Mile 164.5 at Central, Louisiana. This
perﬁit has beén operated satisfactofily. 1 would
recommend that it be renewed for’one year at‘ten
cents a yard.
THE CHAIRMAN: Do we have a motion?
MR. LUTTRELL: I so move. |
THE CHAIRMAN: Moved b} Mr. Luttrell.
MR. RIGGS: Second.
THE CHAIRMAN: Seconded by Mf. Riggs.
All‘in favor sa& aye. . | | |
IN UNISON: Avye.
THE CHAIRMAN: Any negative?
(No response)
The motion carries.
(The full text of the
resolution is here made
a part of the rgéord.)
'BE IT RESOLVED that the
Louisiéna Wildlife and Fishérieé
Cémmission does heréby grant‘perf ’
mission to F & S EQUIPMENT COMPANY,

INC. to remove fill matérial'froﬁ

6 .
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~the Mississippi River at Mile Point
164.5 at Central, Louisiana, for a
period of one year from July 24, 1979
to July 24, 1980, at a royaity rate

of ten cents per cubic yard.

"~ DR, ST. AMANT: The last one is also by

F & S'Equipment Company for another permit that

they have at Milepost 142 at Garyville. I would

recommend that this permit be renewed for one year

at ten cents a yard.
MR. LUTTRELL: So move;
THE CHAIRMAN: Moved by Mr. Luttrell,
MR. RIGGé: 'Second,
THE CHAIRMAN: Seconded by Mr. Riggs.
.All in favor say aye. | | | |
IN UNISON: Aye.
THE CHAIRMAN: Négative?
| (No response)
Motion.passed,' | A
| (The fuli text of the
resolution is here made
a part of the record.)

BE IT RESOLVED that the
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Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Com-
mission does.héfeby'graﬁt permission
to F & S EQUIPMENT COMPANY, INC. to
remove fill matefial from the Missis-
sippi River at Mile Point 142.0 at
Garybille, iouisiana; for a period
of one year from July 24, 1979 to
July 2&; 1980; at a royalty.rate of
ten cents per cubic yard. | .
DR.YST. AMANT¥ That conciudes,fhe_part
that I h#ve, ﬁr. Chairman; Thank you. |
| " THE CHAIRMAN:v Thank you, Doc. I appre-.
ﬁiate.it.' Mr. Séh;fer- | |

MR. HARRY SCHAFER: Mr. Chairman, we
have really tﬁo itéms; and one of‘them is to close
the shell plants. We plénted some shells in Bay
Gardene and in Black Bay‘#nd we ére asking that
the Black Bay shell plant be closed during. the
upcoming season becéuée iﬁ takeé abéut a year for
these things to catch and get big enough for the
oyster industry to start harvesting seed off those
oysters., We are recommending that the Black Bay

.shell plant be closed during this coming season.

ﬁoog :
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for oyéter harvesting.

THE CHAIRMAN: Harry, you mentioned that
that is part 6f'the federal government money that
was granted to us to seed because of damages.

MR.'SCHAFER: No, this was Coastal Energy‘
| impact money from the oil industry. We got | |
$750,000 to plant shells. We planted about 75,000
cubic yards of shells in three places; in Sister
Lake, Bay Gardene énd in this Black Bay area..

~THE CHAIRMAN: These are strictly going
 to be seed oyspérs?} |

MR. SCHAFER: This will be for seed
oysters. Two of them.are reservations and one of
them is in the seed grounds, so it will be for the

"oyster industry to harvest seed; |

THE CHAIRMAN: Very good. Do we have a
motion?

'MR. RIGGS: I so move.

THE.CHAIRMAN: Surely. Do you want some
discussion on that, Captaih?- 0, K. Let's hold
the motion then to get some discussion on it.

- MR, PETER VUJNOVICH: My name is Peter

Vujnovich., I have been in the oyster industry for
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the past'43.years. I class myself a§ among the
best oyster farmers of this state. It is a fact
that I had a lot to do with obtaining»that'$750,000
 and I would like to pasé my thougﬁts on to you all
before'you vote}onvthe resolution.
At the Louisiana Oyster Dealers and
Growers Association I brought the éubject uﬁ_that
we could obtain money from‘thé Coastal Zone Manage-
ment, from the oil companies, and everybodyflaughed
at me in the industry. So, anyway,'I took it on my|
own shoulders to be the chairman. I wrote a couple
of letters to our Senator, Senator Johnston;and
here is one qf them, the repiy. |
(Reading) "Enclosed for your informa-
tion is a éopy of a letter I received from
the Acting Assistant Administrator for
Coastél Zone Management in response to
'ﬁy reéuest{in your behalf, concerning
funds through the Coastal Enérgy Impact
progfam to improve and incréase the
Louisiana oyster production.
| "As I mentioned in my February 24

letter, you should get in touch with

Q0 ’
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officiéls.in the Louisiana Department
of Transportétion and Development to

discuss possible monies for your pro-
p§sal.

"1 &ould appreciate your keeping
me apprised of developments and let me
kﬁow if I can do something else to be
‘helpful in the industry. |

-"Wwith kindest regards and best
wishes,

V“Sincerely,A
"J. Bennett Johnston."
<This is ;he‘letter he sént me.'
"Dear Seﬁator'Johnston" |

"Thénk you for informing me of the
Louisiana Oyster Dealers and Growers
Associatioh interest in our Coastal

'Energy Impact program, |

"The'Coésfal Iﬁpact program was
specificallyidesigned to regpond to a
wide range of énvironmental; social
and economic problems resulting from

coastal and outer Continental Shelf
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. ‘energy production. In this context the
regeﬁgration of coastal oyster beds of
Louisiana appears to be the kind of
project eligibletfor fuﬁding.'

""We will be happy to work with the
Louisiané‘Oyster Dealers and Growers to
clarify geﬁeral eligibility for specific
projects, However; your office was
correct in directing the Oysﬁer Associa-
tion to the Louisiana Dep#rtment of
Transportation and Development whiﬁh is
responsiblevfor allocation aﬁd'adminis-
tering CEIP f&nds within the staté.

,"Coordinatioﬂ.will also be neces-
sary with the State Wildlifevand Fish-
eries Commission.

"Let me know if I can be of any
furthér assistance to you.
| "Sincerely; '
"Robert‘Knecht,
"Acting Administrator,
"Coastal Zone Management,"

Gentlemen and ladies, I brought these two

e
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to our msn‘who is in charge of the Lnuisiana oyster
industry,er. Harry Schafer. He read this, he
picked up the phone, he called Mr. Angelle. .Mr.
Anéelle told him -- I don't know what he told him
but, anyway, young Corky Perret had the job of
doing allbthe paper work, Xonr bislogist'for the
state, Ron Dugas,vhas done a very excellent job

in proving the fact thst we incurred many millions
of dollars of damage to the Louisiana oyster in;
dustry by the 0oil companies. The money was gfante{
the shells were planted

Now my suggestlon to thls is this. I

worked hard, 1 gave my time, and I want to thank
thelDepartmenﬁ of Wildlife who done it to get this
money;AI am asking this. I am an oyster man and
there is a general tsndency when we have shell
plants such as these, that if the shell plants are
in this area (indicating on map),(the boats are
fishlng over here, and by hook or by crook, sone
~kind of way accidentaiiy the current carries these
boéts on top Qf tnese nyster shells where 1t wss
planted, As you all know; we can't afford to

have that many enforcement men out there 24 hours

©
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a day. So my~suggestion to you all is this -- if
we are to close that éreé that at least around we
have nothing under a mile_aﬁdva half; }ou knoﬁ,
area closed, not here (indicatiﬁg) where the boun-
dary 1ine‘is but at least a mile away, so that if
vany boats drift.in that area; they can't tell you
‘that the current cafrie@ them..

Thaﬁ; geﬁtlemen; is my knéwledge, because|
I think this; that this is federal money granted to
us.‘.The Louisiana oyster industry is on the down-
gradg but with a little efforfifrom the Louisiana
meﬁ-in the_oystér-industry and this dgpartment,.
and if the induétr} wahﬁs to help:themse1§es, and
the.héip ﬁg are getting from the féderal govern-
ment, God knows what~wévéan accumuléte iﬁ the next
fhree or four years. |

Thank ygu all, #ﬁa that is what I would
like; before you all vote, to leﬁ you know;

THE CHAIRMAN: Thgnk'you; Captain; I
,aépreciate that. Harry; if we wefé tO’changé thaf
and say gbmile afound it, are we going to be in
anybody's iease grounds? | |

MR. SCHAFER: No, this is on the state

b

ggq ] LEN R. DIETRICH, INC., the complete convention service io. new orleans



19

seed'grounds, so it could be done. The only prob-

 1em,-of course, is markihg that mile from the
shell plant. The shell piant itself is marked., It
has signs on it. It has stakes all around it,
Pete.has got a good suggestion, If this
can be enforced some kind of way so that they stay
‘é mile away from it, that is a real good suggestion|.
In fact,'we even looked at the poséibility of
closing Black Bay altogether to keep them out of
there coﬁpletely; Sut there might-beva few oysters
in there, anﬁ oysteré are going to be scarce and
we wouid like to at leést give them a try at it.
We might come back'he:e right after the season
opeﬁs and see what they are doing out there and
tﬁen ask you to close the whole Bléck Bay after
they have a chance to fish out there.
THE_CHAIRMAN: Is it going to be a big
problem:to ﬁark iﬁ? |
| | ,MR..SCHAfER: I think once we close
Black Bay, we have got some good demarcations on
Black Bay. Once we close that, I don't think thergq
is any problem in enforcing it there.

MR, LUTTRELL: Harry, I like the sugges-
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lﬁiop_of thé increased ;oné; even if it does create
a préblem éf enforcement; 1I‘think.we might gain
by enlarging'thé.zone, just by the know1edge, as
there will-he_somé thaﬁ won't go in.it at least.
_TﬁE CHAIRMAN: I think we have to do the

utmdst to protect our interest on that seeding. I
tﬁink that the Commission shéuld take the attitude
that we have to protect that particular.o}ster bed
and particularly at this time because of the fact
.that we have a vefy poor year, and in order to havel
a gooHAyear next year wé afe going to have to pro-
tect that bed. ‘ _ |

| MR. SCHAFER: That is right, an& it might
heip out, too. We have a camp not too far from
there énd when they are éatroiling, if théy see
somégddyAclose to it,‘they can go over there and
just chase them away, but if they are in the area,
then they can write the cita;ion; so it might be
va}gobd deal. |
| ' MR. LUTTRELL: Yes, if ydﬁAdoh't have
it’included,‘then; of,course;'they can't warn them
a&ay. So i.would like to move thét we accept |

Harry's recommendation and amend it to include the

HELEN R. DIETRICH, INC,, the complete conveation service in aew or.leans.
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extra mile zoné around ﬁhé plant.

THE CHAIRMAN: O. K., can we come back
and give thé original motion, please?

.MR. SCHAFER: O, K, It was recommended
that the shell plants in Black Bay be closed and,
ah»érea of one mile around the area would be closed

‘MR. LUTTRELL: That's the amendment.

THE CHAiRMAN: fhe original motion waé
thac-the areé in Black Bay be closed. We are gbing
to amend that motion to read that aﬁ}afea one mile
past‘;he marking point is closed to any §yétef
fishing. 1Is that éorréct?‘

MR, LUTTRELL: 0. K. |

THE CHAIRMAN: 0. K., who made the motion

MR. RIGGS: I did. |

THEACHAiRMAN: And you amended it?

MR, LUTTRELL: I did.

THE CHAIRMAN: Has'anybody seconded it?

MR. FARRELLY: 1 will sécond it. '.

-THE CHAfRMAN: Mr. Farrelly seconds the
ﬁotion. ~All in favor~say aye.

IN UNISON: Aye.

THE CHAIRMAN: Any opposed?

?

<L _
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(ﬁo response)

THE CHAIRMAN: The motion carries and

you seed area is closed, plué one mile,

(Thé.full text of the
resolution is here made
a part of the record.)
WHEREAS, the "Public Oyster
Seed Gro;ﬁds" will opeﬁ>by iaw (RS
56:436) one-half hour before sunrise
September 5,‘1979; and
‘WHEREAS, the Department;
utilizing Energy Impact Funds, has
deposited claé shells on these "Public
Ojster Seed Grounds" to provide sur-
faces for new ojster setting; and
WHEREAS, it takes generally

one year for these shell plant areas

 to mature; and

.WHEREAS, these area are
properly marked and postéd;.

NOW TﬁEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED
that those areas upon which tﬁe'shell

was deposited this year (Black Bay)
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and one mile around and adjacen; to
the shell plant will be cloged_for
the harvesting of oystefs for the
1979-80 oyster season.

MR. SCHAFER: The other areas that we
would'like to 6lose are the Sister.Lake Seed
Reservation and ﬁhe:Bay Gardene Seed Reservation.
Both these areas had.plénts in them; along with the
Black Bay area, and also we do close tﬁese on én
every~6ther;year basis; and it is theirkturn.for
them to be 6losed; so we are recommending tﬁat Bay
' Gardene and Sister Lake be closed and that Bay
Junop be opened on‘September 5, which is :the regu-
iar'ppehinglfor_gpéﬁseéd ground area, and that
Hackberr} Bay be opened on October 1. The reason
we are asking for October 1 instead of September 5
on regular opening day is that there is plenty of.
marsh grass that was blown into Hackberry during
- Hurricane Bob éﬂd we think icvmigﬁt cause §om§-
mortality if they start moviﬁg thd#é oysteféhﬁith',
all this grass around.

THE CHAIRMAN: O, K, Do we have a motion?

" MR. LUTTRELL: I move we accept the

]
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recommendation. -
THE CHAIRMAN: 0. K. A second?
MR, RIGéS:' Second.
THE CHAIRMAN: Moved by Mr. Luttrell,
seconded by Mr. Riggs. All in favor say aye.
| IN UNISON: Aye.
THE CHAIRMAN: All right. Any no votes?
| o - (No response) |
The motion-carries.
(The full text of the
resolution is here made
. a part of the record.)
WHEREAS , the "Public Oyster
Seed Grounds" will open‘by law (RS 56:436)
one-half houf'before sunrise September 5,
1979; and
WHEkEAS, ﬁhe Oyster Seed Reser;
vations are'part of the "Publié Oyster
Seed Groﬁnds" and are utilized as a
reserve supply and are generally fished
on alternate years;
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED

that the Bay Junop Oyster Seed Reservation
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like t§ énnoqnce>also'that we are in the process 
of getting some more funds for sheli‘piants'and.
this is from the disaster and the fresh‘water frﬁm‘
opening the Bonnet Cgrre Sfillwa&. We expect to

get a million dollars and we will be planfing some

shells as soon as we can possibly a contract

'will be opened this season on September 5,

1979 and Haékberry'Bay Oyster Seed

Reservation will be opened October 1,
1979, because of the large amount of
marsh grass present as a result of

Hurricane Bob;

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that

the Sister Lake Seed Reservation and

’Bay Gardene Seed Reservatibn will

remain closed this season; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that
the SecretéryAqf the Department 1is
given.the'aughorit& to cldse_tﬁe.
Reservations when.biologicaily

feasible.

MR. SCHAFER: Mr, Chairman, I would

through.

1.‘.
5O0E
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1THE CHAIRHANQ Fine; Harry; I appreciate
that. Harry;'I would like to direct you at the
next meeting, if‘you can, to gather all &our infor-
mation on what has been done on the survé} since
we'declared the morato;iuﬁ. I ﬁould like to know
lﬁhat'progress we have'made; where'we stand on it,
Can you do that by fhe next meeting?

MR. SCHAFER:: Yes; I can_have that for
you.

THE CHAIRMAN: O. K., I would appreciate
it, even 1f it,is just in thé informal meeting.
It dbesn't matfer. I just want to get a briefing
on it aﬂd see how ée stand. |

MR. SCHAFER: Righﬁ.' It doesn't 1o§k=
too gobd.‘l |

THE CHAIRMAN: That is what I am afraid
of and I think that.we’need_to take a little review
on the thing.

All right, Allen, good old Allen.

MR. ALLEN ENSMINGER: It looks like I
have really got a good one for you today. I am
kind of giad that Doyle ﬁerry‘is not here to accuse

me of being one of those damned Washihgtbn bureau-
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crats when you look at these alligator regulations
that wé'are asking you to take a look at today.
THE CHAIRMAN: Allen, I reviewed these
thingsllast night, looked them over real carefully,
and I think éhat Berry is probably spinning in
Colorado! | | |
- MR, ENSMINGER: You didn't by any chance
callihim‘apﬁ‘regdwﬁiﬁ thoée on the phone? |
 THE CHAIRMAN: No, I didn't because I
didn't want to upset him. |
MR. ENSMINGER: It would bankrﬁpt the
-Department to pay for the phone bill!
| To bring.you gent1emen of the Commission
and the préss up to date, I think most of the other
people here in the room are very aware of the sit-
uation that has surrounded the American alligator
in Louisiana since the 1950s, but a briéf review
might be in line in viéw of ;he.fact that Qe are
proposing to-expand the alligatérlseéson all the
way across our coast.
In tﬁe laté 1950s wé determined from
field surveys and just general guesstimations that

‘our alligator population was severely depleted at
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that time. We suspeéted that the aliigator popula-
.tion was somewhere.in the vicinity of 50,000 anim-
als across the coast, - Many good alligator‘habitats
were not supporting populations of 'gators at that
time. This was at the end of the very extensive
geophysical surveys thét had been conducted tﬂrough
these Louisiaﬁa marsheé in search.ﬁf minerals, and
much of that survey work was done by marsh buggies
which checkerboarded these marshes in iﬁtervals of
a.quarter of a m11e or so and most of those marsh
buggy drivers were familiar wzth allzgator hunting.
They were froﬁ famlllgs that had made a portion or
a substantial part of their livelihood as'children
from alligator hunting, so it was a natural for
these buggy drivers; when they found an alligator
nest or a hole in the marsh or a trail of a méle
‘gator, to pursue that thing and pole those alli-
gators out of the hole in the summer months and
k111 them and turn them into cash income from the
sale of the hides.

This put a severe stress on the breeding
populatiﬁn.of the American alligator because they

were harvesting productive females in this method.
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;Tﬁe Parish of Cameron in 1962 requested
that the'Départment close the hunting season on
alligators in Cameron Parish and the Departmenf
did, and then closed the entire state in 1963.
Since that timé we have had phenomenal recoverj';f
the alligator population,aé a result of véry
vigorous law éﬁfércemeﬁt efforts on the ﬁepartment'
.part; good prosecution by the coﬁrts across the
coast, and then of course eventually the amendment
to the Lacey Act which made it a}federal'offense
to tranSportvillegally taken alligator skins in
interstate trade. |

In addition‘to}these'laws that were
passed at the state and federal levels, the .
Endangered Species Act came into play ih Decembér
of 1973. In addition to the Endangered Species

Act an international conference was held in Wash-

ington in March of 1973 and the International Trade

Conventiqn Treaty on the Endangered_Species was
passed. The United'States eventﬁally ratified that
treaty and.this prqﬁibited the international move-
ment of alligaﬁor'skins in commercial trade.

This virtually put a halt to the alligato

S
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management ﬁrogram across the United States. We
have persevered with all the bureaucratic red tape
and dbjegtions from the Washington level and alli-
gators have been protecféd in spite of the unpopu-
lar programs here in Lodisiana'and in Florida, wher
'théy have had a numbef of people killed byballi-
gétors in human conflict. |

But; as I say, we have'persevered in
this thing. We have carried on our research prb-
gram and we have had good cboperatidn from the
laﬁdowners in protecting élligators'in spite of
tﬁé‘fact that fhey were suffering substantial
losses to fur-prod;cing‘animals and what-ﬁave-you.

!We had an alligator season, in 1975,

following the passage‘of the Endangered Species
Act, and again in '76 and '77. The prices paid
for the alligator in the American mérket are sub;
stantially léss than the international value of
tﬁese reptilian—skins; so we have been working
Qery diligently --.John Breaux, ﬁhe Congressman
from Southwest Louisiana has been very much in-
lvolved in trying to open up the international trade

of alligators. Ted Joanen, Greg Linscomb and
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myself attended the Interﬁétional Conference in
Costa Rica this year and John Breaux and several
members of his subcommittee and staff persoﬂnel
‘were at Costa Rica and worke& very vigorously and
were suc;essful in having ﬁhe alligator moved to
Apéendix ITI of ;he International Trade:Convention
freaty. N

When we returned home, wg'thought that
we would be able tO'move'forward_with 6ffering‘
these skins.fér sale with an-orderly exp&rt permit
to be issued by the U, S, Fiéh-& Wildlife Service
permit office and enter these things intolé com-
petitive atmdsﬁhére'where thé trappefs and lénd-.
owners would realize the maximum.behefit from_ihe
resource. We were'asﬁoﬁnded when we fdund.out
that the Endangered Species Scientific Authority,
which is a group of ﬁedple that were created by
executive order, decided and took it upon them-
selves; and,we‘feel‘1ikeAilleg#iiy; to proﬁosei
'regulatiéns to‘prohibit the shipment of skins to
any country who had not signed the International
Trade Convention Treaty.

In essence what that would mean would be

©
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that the reptile countries such'asfFfance, Spain,
Italy; West Cefman}; Jaﬁén; would be prohibited
from buying Aﬁérican-ailigator skins-because-of
the fact that the§ have not signed the treat}
without reservatioﬁs and do carry on trade in
animals that are on Appendix I and Appendix_II of
this internacional list. | o

| John Breaux obﬁiously becﬁme unglued
when he foﬁndloué what ﬁad hapfened, aﬁd it became
afvery’obvioﬁs~ploy on -  the ﬁart of ESSA to circum-
‘vent'the'treaty. Heéringé_were called by Mr.
Breaux's'subcommitteé in Washington and Mr.
Angélle and Ted Jo;nen énd I'aCCended‘thoée.hear-
ings.‘ In adaitién to.thét hearing, a hearing was
heidAon‘July IO‘in.ESSAfs office to receive public
comments. I attended that meetiﬁg and made state-
ments in beﬁalf Qf,the Department that paralleled
the statements.pade by ﬁr. Angelle at the Breaux
heéfings, whicﬁ~virtually said that_ﬁhe'proposa1s
were totally.unacéeptable'té Louiéiaﬁa's alligator
‘management program. We have protected thé animals,
webhave prévided éxtensive research programs; and

we felt that we had done all that we poséibly could

) :
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do to bring forth a resource from the very depleted
levels of the 1§503.td overpopulation and to the
pbint.wheré they vére a ﬁuisance in our coastal
m#rshes; and that we expected some kind of cooper?

' ation out of the U, S, Fish & Wildlife Service and
the ESSA office.

It was revealed at the Breaux hearing
that the U; S; Fish & Wildlife Service had prépared.
and had gone to tﬁe Federal Register with a set of
regulations that are almost diametricélly opposed
‘to the ESSA ?egulations. This wés duife shocking
to.us, especially followingﬂthe fact that this
heéring was held the night after the President's
spééch'and he}made such an issue out of thé fact
that the Américan'peopléndidn't ha?e any confidence
in the people in Washington; and we thought it was
very approbriate that the President was not only
‘having trouﬁle with his oil program but he was .
ha#ing a:heii Af a time with his alligator progfam
in'Loﬁisiana. ‘Certainly we felt very disappointed
that the U. S. Fish & Wildlife Service held this
thing as a more or less secret to the public and

revealed it at the hearing. I think it kind of

L
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backfiréd Qﬁ them. 'They were very severely chas-
tized by the‘ghairman of the subcommittee.and 1
thqught the Congressman from Alaska was going to
have a heart attack sitting there in the hearing
‘roomn, |

.v'Anyway; we feel th#t the proposal éut'
forth by the U, S. Fish & Wildlife Service will be
accepted by ESSA. It would permit an export of
American élligator skins to any naﬁion in the world
as long as thé.importer of»fhat nation agreed to
ceftainvterﬁs and'cénditions of the permit.:

: Ihis.leaves a very gray area and one

‘which we.ére duite“skeptical about.._We sﬁspect
that if fhe.U. S. Fish & wildiiferService.maﬁaggmen
agéncyvdecided to impdse a“reﬁuifement in there
that a man couldn't impdrt Américan alligators if
he continues to buy crocodile skins; that we would
be back in ghe'game situation we were before we
went to~Cbsta‘Rica} Bﬁtnat least fhiétwéuld_give
.us én‘qpportﬁnity to get it into”a group of people
where Qé can'bring some comﬁon sense to them and |
put allittle.poiitical pressure on them through

the Congressional delegation in the way of funding

t
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of tﬁe Endangered SpecieszAct if we are not able
fo expoft skins.
As you are awafe, we had a public hear-.
ing in Morgan City a few weeks ago in which the
“u. s, Fish & Wildlife Service soliéited the input
from anyoﬁe that was interested to comﬁent on the
deliétfng~of nine additional périshes'in Louisiaﬁa.
All of the people that spoke at that hearing =--
there were about 200 people in attendance -- all
were in favor of delisting of the American alliQ-
‘gator. |
Dave Hall; an employée of the U, S, Fish
& Wiiﬁlife Service; was almost prohibited f?om
speaking and expressing HisHOpposition af tﬁat
Hearing, and after quite a biﬁ of maneu?ering,
the chairman of the hearing had to call Dave;Hall
to the microphone. 1 see him in the room today.
I hope you all will offer him an oéportunity'to
speékAat this_meeting without ha?ing‘to be forced
into askiﬁg him to come forward.
Anywaf; the Fish & Wildlifé Service has
run'finallrulemaking.! The nine additibnal par-

ishes will be delisted, effective the 27th of
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July; so this puts us in a position éf being able
to establish aﬁ alligator season in 12 of our
coastal pa:ishes; the nine additional delisted
areas and the'thrée old parishes of Cameron, Cal-
casieu and Vermilion,.

Oﬁr‘teChhiciéns.haQe reViewed‘the alli-
gator surveys of this year, bur mafsh habitat sur-
veys have been completed; and we have come forth
wi;h'a récommendation.here to you gentiemen hére
today that would involve.about 18;060 alligator
skins if ever&body that has properties located in
tﬁese parishes takes advantage ofvthe‘prbgram.

. Now, of ;ourse; we want it clearly‘uﬁder-
stood thgt-the~Departmenc of Wildlife and Fisheries
does not have the capability nor thé-responsibiiity
I guess, of trying.to.éreaﬁe an American or an
international market for these skins. Our total
responsibility is to manage the fesource.j We feel
like we haerbrOught the thiné to this point. The
trabpefs need some':éliéf. The cémp owners up and
down this coast I.think have been extremely toler—
ant., They havg-got to the point where they are not

going ﬁo tolerate aliigators hanging around their
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docks and interfering with their'recfeational
activity as well as their trapping programs, and
‘unless we give them some kind of relief in the
form of a legal alligator season, they are gding
to take this situation in hand themselves and waste
a lot of very valuable resource.

‘Now;our legislature a couple of years
ago passed.a,bill that permits'us the mechanism
and wherewithal to handle thg sale of alligator
'meat and parts of an alligator. Sprprisingly to
some people, the byproducts of an alligatér may be
almost as valuéble as:the skin itself, so we feel
like that we have ;et’the stage whereby meat can
be harvested by the trapper, offered for sale.
There'is some market for the heads in the curio
business. There is somé scientific intere;t in
hearts as well as ;he heads. So, certainly if
trappers are willing to take the éxtra time and
éfforﬁ'to get §ut and hustle up these markets,~f
think thét they are available ahd would give them
some additional income.

So; with this we‘have.prepared our recom-

mendations to you, centered totally around the
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programs that we have carried out in Cameron, Cal-
casieu and Vermilion; and we feel like that these
are the minimum by which you gentlemen sitfing
here making policy can legally go forward and say
we have done everything we can to ﬁanage the alli-
. gator aﬁd to safeguard'the resource; and if the
trappers and huntefs in Lbuisiana and the land-
owners want to mo;e forward with a program and
they follow this thing; we will have a defensible
position in the éyesvof the public and certainly
be able to offer these skins for sale and hope-
fully we will have séme real good inéome from
these 18,000 or so‘skins that we expect to harvest.
TﬁE CHAIRMAN: Allen; tﬁank you very
much. I aéfreciate yoﬁr presentation. I think
rather’than read through the regulations‘tbat we
furnish the press with a copy and give the lady a
c0pyvto enter into the minutes of the meeting.
Is there any recommendation fromﬁany of
the Commission members on changes to these regula-
tions? | |

0. K., then I need a motion,

MR, LUTTRELL: Mr. Chairman, I move that

o .
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we‘accépt fﬁese fegulations bqt I would 1like to
make a statement, too; before we vote. |

Allen;'following tﬁat meeting at Hack-
berry; there was about a fiQe*hour meeting between
the U. S. Fish & Wildlife Service and the Depart-
ment of the Interior with Mr., Berry and Mr. Wille
and myself aﬁd others,attended; in'ﬁhich a discus-
sion was carried on on a one;to;éne basis, and
séme very graphic points and some very graphic
reasoning came out. 1 believe that this meeting
that'followed, the public méeting;_had a tremen-
dous amount to do Qith what happened in Washington
lﬁterr | : |

| MR. ENSMINGER: .Well; that is probably

right,‘Mr. Luttrell;-aﬁd cértainly as I mentioned,
Dave Hall ié here in the audience today and I
ﬁhink it probably would be very appropriate for
you to ask ﬁim for comments. |

'MR. LUfTRELL: I would certainly be
interested. | |

THE CHATIRMAN: 'Dave; would you like to
make a com@ént Before we put this into a motion?

MR. ENSMINGER: While Dave is on his way

[-] o
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up here, I would also like to éOint eut‘to you
gentlemen who may not know Roger Vincent; Roger
is the land maﬁager fof Miami Corporetion lands,
who own extensive marshlands along the coast,
about 159,000 acres in Cameron and large acreages
in St. Mary and Iberla Parlsh so certalnly Roger

‘ls very much 1nvolved in thxs alllgator season and
may- have some comment he may want to make.

-MR. DAVID HALL: Thank you; Allen. I‘

" think all of yeu gentlemen know that we have had
e very good coeperative”program down here, even
vthough there has been considerable difficulty at
Athe Washington 1eve1.

I have read these regulations and I don’yg
think there will be any problem at all for es to
continue our seace-federél law enforcement effort
and I don't think we will find any great problems.

I would like also to congratulate this
eCommission, especially Allen and Ted Joanen, for
‘their érofe331ona1 way that they have conducted
this almest-war at times to bring the alligator
back under management where harvest is allowed.

I will be the first to admit to you it has been

e .
33 HELEN R. DIETRICH, INC, the complete convention service in new orleans



41

sort of difficult for me;'too; Because in the last
two weeks I have.pérsonally investigated eight
alligatbr killings that were done just for the sake
of getting rid of an alligator.} There was no meat,
no ékin saved; or an}thing. In other words; people
like Allen said; are to the point that theyAare}
not going to lef their pets and thei: property be
damaged. We need an alligator séason; and there
will be problems, there will be'probébly a few
people try without tags to infiltrate the market,
but I am cerﬁain that with ouf law enforcement
capability we can get rid of these people.

| Thét is ébout all I have goﬁ to‘say.‘ I
totally endorse Mr. Ensmingef and Mr. Joaﬁen and
this Commission in their pursuit 6f getting this
alligator>season;

THE CHAIRMAN: Thank you, Dave.

MR, LUTTRELL: Dave; I would like to say
this; that the:Sta;e 6f'Louisiana is very lucky
and very fortunate to have a man.of_your ability
and forthrightness working hare with uS.A

| .~ THE CHAIRMAN: Thank you;_04ve. We

appreciate all you have done and we know that you
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work very closelvaith our people and we do appre;
ciate that. You havelbeen one of the finest
federal peéple that @e have had down here in a
long time. We do apéreciate it.

Roger,

'MR. ROGER VINCENT: Mr. Chairman, Roger
Vincent rep:esenting}ﬁiami.Corpératibn. I would
like to go on»recérd}here that Miami very much
favors héving an alligator harvest this year after-
an.hbsénce of last year, meaning wé have é two-
year crop here. As é landowner and.a land manager,
we feel that the harvest is essential.. However,
'we are very much csncerned-over what type markgt
we §111 ﬁave.

| I know Ted and other agencies are work-

iﬁg real_hérd to get the alligator into inter;
national trade without réstriction, and that is
what we need ﬁo get a good price.

Thank you very mﬁch. ’

THE CHAIRMAN: ‘Thank you; Roger. I think
you aré absolutély‘correct. I think that the mar;
keting end is going to be the‘key'to the whole

situation. We still have to harvest them, though,

©
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if we have t§ sﬁorg the darned things; because we
are going.to h;ve some problems'if~we don’t;

'Allen; we can go ahead and make a motion
on this thing? - |

ﬁR..ENSMINGER: I would recommend that
you go ahead and a&oﬁt theée régulations.

MR. LUTTRELL: I have moved.

‘THE CHAIRMAN: Mr. Clay made thé motion.

‘MR, FARRELLYY Second.

THE CHAIRMAN: Mr. Farrelly seconds the
mbtion. Ali in févor say aye. | |

IN UNISON: Avye.

THE CHAIRMAN: Any opposed?

N o (No reséonse) |

The»motion'passed‘by unanimous deciéion,
Allen. .

MR, ENSﬁINGER: I might mention éne adéi—
tional thing here. 1 forgot to méntion in here the
recommended date for the éeéson wouid be.Sept;mbér
7 through Oﬁtober 7 of 1979 and thatléhould be
injééted into the miﬂutes. | .

(The full text of the

resolution is hére made
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a part. of the record.)

WHEREAS, the Louisiana Wild-
life and Fisheries Commission has been
actively‘invo1ved in the restoration of
the alligator poﬁulation in Louisiana,
and |

_WHEREAS, this effort has
resulted in the reestablishment of
'1argev§opu1ations of alligators in
suitable habitat throughout the
‘state; and
. WHEREAS, the U. S, Fish
and Wildlife Service has delisted
to “threatenéd similarity of appear-
ancé" the Ame:ican alligator in the
foliowing‘parishes: Cameron, Cal-
casieu, Vermilion, Iberia, St. Mary,
Terrebqnne, Lafourche, St. Charles,
Jeffersoﬁ, Plaquemipes,-St.vBefﬁard
and St. Tamhany; '

NOW fHEREFORE BE IT RESbLVED
that the Louisiana Wildlife and Fish-

eries Commission does hereby adopt’
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the following regulations'goverﬁing
the 1979 §1iigator season to extend
‘from September 7 through October 7,
in the_following parishes: Cameron,
nCalcasiéu, Vermilion, Iberia, St.
- Mérj, Terrebonne, ﬁafourche, St.
Chafles, Jefferson, Plaquemines,
St. ﬁernard and St. Tammaﬁy;
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that
thé attachgd‘detailed regulations
are made a part of this resolution.
(The af§rementioned'
regulations follow.)

ALLIGATOR REGULATIONS ADOPTED BY THE
LOUISIANA WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES
COMMISSION AT ITS REGULAR MEETING
HELD IN_NEW ORLEANS, LOUISIANA, ON
THIS DATE, TUESDAY, JULY 24, 1979.

| The Louisiana Department of
Wildlife and Fisheries recommends that
'an'alligé;or seasén be hefeby eStablisﬁed
in aécordance with the fbilowing régu1a~'
tions: No exceptions of these proce-

dures will be permitted, and anyone

taking alligators contrary to these

. ‘sog . . : .
%_g% HELEN R. DIETRICH, INC., the complete convention service in new orleans



‘regulations will_be charged in accord-
ance with the Louisiana Revised Statutes

“and/or Endangered Species Act of 1973:

1, Open area: Parishes of,Camerpg, Caicasieu
Vermilion,‘ISeria; St. Mary, Terrebonne
Lafourche, St. Charles,'Jeffgrson,'
Pléquémines, St. Bermard and St. Tammany.
Coastal marshes and swamp'aréas includ-
iﬁg converted marshland. 0#et‘300,000
glligatofs.are present in this area‘out-
side of refuges, |

2. Harvest season: The open season shall

‘run for a 31-day period beginning on
-September 7, 1979; and continue through
October 7, 1979, Size: No alligators

~under four feet in length may be taken.

3. Harvest methods: Alligators may be taken
only during daylight houfs, between one-
-half hour ‘before officiél sunrise fd
;éne-hélf hoﬁr after sunset. Special
instructions will be issued to the holders
of alligator hunter licenses.shortly

before the opening of the season

CT3 ' .
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describing deraiied‘methods‘regarding

the skinning.cf.aliigators. Skins pr6—
cessed coﬁtrary to the specificAreeuire-v
ments of the Department will be considered
illegal andAwill be confiscated by
iDeéertment-personnel; Pole hunting is
prohibited to protect the nesting female
éopuiation.

Licenses: An alligator hunter must have

a valid commercial alligator to take, trans-

port or sell aliigatore or their skins.
The fee for the re31dent license is $25. 00
per year and for the non~resident $150 00.
These licenses are non- transferable.
In order to obtaln a resident llcense,
the hunter mcst.have resided in Louisiana
for one year precediﬁg the seeson; He
‘must complete application forms provzded
by the Department and furnish proof that
he owns the land or has an agreement with
thellandowﬁer'to hunt alligators on the.
Specified property. Informatich as to

the location and acreage of the bréperty

:'Z = HELEN R. DIETRICH, INC., the complete conveation service in new orleans_



48

5.

must be provided. Applications must be
submitted Beginnidg August 1, 1979.

The alligator hunter license will be
issued only afterkthe Hunter has satis-
factorily comp1ied with the above |
requirements. | |
Non-fesident hunters must coordinate

their hunt through landowners and

 licensed resident hunters., A fur

~ buyer license or fur dealer license

is réquire& for purchasing and handl-

'ing raw alligator skins in Louisiana.

An alligator parts dealers license is

~required of anyone purchésing aliigator

pafts (other ﬁhan hides) for resale,
manufacturing, processingAand distribu-
tion; excluding retailers and rest#u;
rants. Persons or firms entering
.éliigaﬁoré in'interstate?forgign'com;

merce in the course of a commercial

activity must be licensed in accordance’
-with state and federal regulations.

Tagging:. In~addition to: a valid commercial
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alligator hunting'license; the ﬁunter}
ﬁust also-obtain from the Dépa:tment;v
and have in his possession while hunting,
officiai tags which dﬁst Se firmly
‘attached to each alligatér skin immedi-~ :
'atély upon taking. Numbered Eags will
be issued to license holders for # sum
of $5.00.

The tags must be attached in the last

six inches of thé tail. The tag mﬁst
remain attachedlto-fhe skin until finally
processed by fﬁe'faBricator., It shall
be'illegal to possess alligator skins

in Louisiana without vélid.éfficial

tags attached. Official alligator tags
will be issued only to alligator hunters,
andbfarmers, and 6n1y to those who have
atthorizgd aéplications;

The number of tags-will be issﬁed on
the'basié of the area and éuality of the
‘habitat, and the rate éer acfe will be

fixed based on extensive population

estimates. Tags will be issued for
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éllig#tor ﬁabitét only;.based on final
.decisioﬁ of the technician. No more
than this fixed number of tags will be
'issued; Each official tag will bear a
characteristic number .and a duplicate
tab,'and the tag ﬁumbérs issued to each
_ hunter will be recorded. Uﬁused tags
must be returned to the Depértment.
Lost or stolen tags will not be replaced
but ﬁﬁst be reported. Tags can be used 
’only on the lands aﬁplied for and approved
on the apélication. Tags furnished by the
Louisiana Deﬁa:tment of Wildlife and
Fisheries must be'attached’to all alligator
meat/pérfé upon transfer by a hunter or |

farmer.

6. Aliigator Farmers and Bréeders: Licenséd
| alligator farmers or'breedérs will be
issued permits to kill and skin their
valligators buﬁ must foilow‘fhe same rules
~and regulations thch apply to wild
alligators. .

7. Harvest Rates: Tags will be issued on
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the following basis, with the exception
of alligator farmers, breeders and the

‘nuisance complaint program.

Tag Allotment/Marsh Type

Parish Brackish Intermediate Fresh
Cameron - ' " .
Calcasieu 1:200 1:75 ~ 1:75
St. Tammany .
Vermilion 1:75 1:75 1:225
Iberia o : ,

- St. Mary 1:200 1:75 1:125
Terrebonne 1:150 1:75 1:125
Lafourche 1:200 1:150 1:100
Jefferson : - ‘ ,
St. Charles 1:275 - 1:250 1:200
Plaquemines '

St. Bernard -
DeWateréd marsh 1:400
Inland swamp 1:300

8. Sale of Alligator Skins: All alligator skins

taken during the alligator season shall be
checked and the stub tab clipped by person-

nel of the Louisiana Depértment of Wildlife
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and Fisheries prior to the hides leaving
the'stété. «Specialﬂskinning instructions
will be verified; and any skins not pre-
pared'acéording to instructions issued in
advance of season will be considered
illegal. Unused tags will be returned to

the Department personnel no later than

.15 days after the close of the season.

 Buyers/dealers must abide by special

skinning instructions or be subject to

forfeiture of improperly skinned hides.

Buyer/Dealer Hide Records: All buyers and

dealers haking burchases of alligator

hides shall maintain a complete set of

records of all purchaseé and sales on
f&rms furnished by the Department.
Such records will include names and
addresseslof,buyers_and/or sellers,

alliga;or hide tag nﬁmber, date and

length. Dealers will submit records

prior to shipping out-of-state and
no later than 15 dayé following the

close of the season.

999 HELEN R. DIETRICH, INC., the complete convention service in new orleans



53

10.

11.

- Shipment: All raw alligator skins shipped

out-of-state must bear official shipping
tags provided by the.Depaftment. Forms
prbyided'must be filled out completely
and returned to the Departmeht.within

15 days following the close of the season.

Sales of Meat and Parts: Meat and other

parts from lawfully taken alligators

can only be sold within the State of-

Louisiana. Anyone purchasing alligator
parts for resale, manufacturing, pro-

cessing and distribution; excluding

retailers and restaurants, shall pur-

‘chase an alligator parts dealers license

from the Department for $50.00. Alli-
gator hunters, farmers, and parts
dealers shall maintain records of all

transactions, purchases and sales on

forms provided by the Department.

‘These forms shall be submitted to the

Department within 30 dajs following

the close of the season and thereafter

at 60-day intervals until.all pafté

© ' o ’
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are sold. ‘All alligator meat and parts,
excluding hides, shall be tagged with an
official alligator pafts tab (Color:
Blue) to be fufnishédvby the-Depaftment.
Hunters, farmers ané deaiers shall fur-
nish 5 5111 of sale to all retailers and
restaurants purchasing alligator péfts.
This bill of sale shall be maintained
for a peribd of six months,

.:Ah aliigator nuisance removal.program
will be indorporaﬁed iﬁto thé harvest
season‘&ithin the parishes open for
aliigator hun£ing. This progrém will

,allo&.ﬁhe'taking of proﬁlem alligators
within the confines of municipal, ward
or parish responsibility'where there are
alligator-people conflicts. Alligators.
taken under this program must be taken

" in accordance with state regulations
and local'regulations/ordinances. This
nuisance rgmovai progfamvdepends‘ﬁpOn
close cooperation of state, parish and

local authorities.

90
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Tags. will be issued to a loc31 governing

body and hunters will.be selected by

"them, The number of taés issued will

be.based on the number of comp;aints

received. The Commission is hopeful

" this program wiil lessen-the fhreat'

to people and.property by reducing

human/alligator contact.

. The adminisﬁrative responsibility for

conductieg this season sha11 rest with

'J. Burton Angelle, Secretary of the

" Louisiana Department of Wildlife and
Fisheries, #
jMR. ENSMINGER: An additional comment
I want to puf forth and feel yeu gentlemen out oﬁ
is the possibility of us having a public informa-
tion heering type thing in a ceﬁtral point, pos-
sibly Houma; next Tuesday. "“ | |
I have talked to the Mayor's Office in
_ Houma and tﬁey do hare the auditorium availeble.

i suspect.that we Vill have a lot of ques tions
that will come up in the minds of individuals who

are either interested in killing alligahors as a.

S : ' ‘ :
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trappervor as a landowner and manager, SO possibly
this would be.an exeéllent forum by which our
Départment'personnei who will be involved in thi#'
thing, the enforcement agents and our ﬁechﬁical |
people; could meet; stand up there, let people
throw bricks Qt us and what-have-you, show them
our éiligaCOr film, and tell them'fhe reasons}for
all of these exp#nsive fegulations that we are
imposing &n their harvest out there, and it might
'énswer a lot of‘éuestions chat-othgrwise-would’be
ieft as an unknown thing.

Certainl? the people in‘Cameron, Calca-
"sieu and Vermilion are not concerned about this.
They know exactly how"the'progfam goes; They know
where to put the tag on the alligator and‘how to
skin him and wh;t-ha§e-you, but.these people in
these nine additional parishes, it is a brand new
~thing. Many of these alligator hﬁhters have died
aﬁd passed on and these are childféﬁ and gfand-
children thaf will be.involvgd in.the alligator
harvest, and most of them never skinned an alligato
in theif iifg;

So, if you all feel 1like it would be
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advéntagéous,.we'Will'proéeed with this, and cef~
tainly if‘any of you Board members want to come,
-1 am sure the'tfappers would iike t§ look at }ou,
see who you are and cuss you or whateve? yoﬁ might
ﬁanﬁ to say. o |
 MR.'FARRELLY:V‘I was just going to ask,

do'you think tﬁis is enbugh notiée? That wéuld
be:what, a week? |

| MR. EﬁsniNGER: It will be about a week
rand I think with the news media thaﬁ1we can pretty
wéll reaéh the people that are inﬁefested in this
thing, Jim. The local rédio'statioqs and TV'media
and certainly the negspapérs are very invoived in
it én& very interested and have béén very cooper=-
étivé-in'ruhning our news reieases and what-have-
you.

THE CHAIRMAN: Have jou made the arrange-
meﬁts for a placé?

N _MR; ENSﬁINGER: We have tentatively
wtalked tQ the Méyor'é Office ;nd they have informed
us that the auditorium could be made availaﬁle to
us on Tuésday; the 3lst; at 10:00 a.m. in Houma.

It is a nice auditorium, it is easy to find, has
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excellént-ﬁarking'and‘would seat about 1,000
peop1§; . |

THE CHAIRMAN: ‘We had one meeting there.
0. K; fou &ould like to have some Commission
ﬁémbers there for the meeting? |

MR. ENSMINGER: If you all can come, I
certainly think iﬁ would be worth your time.

THE CHATRMAN: 0. K., I will authorize
any of the Cdmmission members that want to attend
‘this thing to go aﬁead and atfend it, and we will

authorize theAmeetingg Just go ahead and proceed
with-your notification and the pubiiciﬁy.
© MR. ENSMINGER: 0. K., and as soon as we
get it éogethgr{ we will make it available to the
news media and give them a news release oﬁ it.

THE CHAIRMAN: O, K., fine. You have
one other item, I think. |

MR; ENSMINGER: Yeé, the other item I

- have for ygﬁr cénSideraFion is a réquest we ﬂéve:
recé;véd from ShélllPipeline Coréoration for the
inStallétioﬁ of a.24-inch crude oil line'aéroéé

 the Qestern edge of our Salvador Wildlife Manage-

ment Area in St, Charles Parish.

. Se® i .
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fhis is a line that will connect with
the Cloverly Dome system; a part of the LOOP pro-i
gram, proceéd north from the Cloveriy Dome across
Lake'Salvador; across our area, and up to the
Missiésippi River, cross the river and proceed on
‘inté the Norco Refinery that Shell has upriQer.

It would also be used as a distfibutory line for
any additional refinery or crude.oil uses that
might arise along thelMississippi River system.

We have been in éontactwwith_shell's
environmental section of their department since
the inception of the proposal, about three months.
They have run a teﬁtétive field Survey énd selected
the site‘across there. They have incorporated in
their reduest to us the various features that we
have pointed out in the form of safeguarding the
environment and doing the least amount of daﬁage
to our game management area. |

The line will be installed in a push
ditch about the size of your tabie here, dug to
a depth of about six feet, to where they would
have three feet of cover over the pipeline., Neces+t

sary erosion control features would be installed
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on the shoreline of Lake Salvédor and on each of
| the crossings of the,éanéis and'watérways in the
géﬁe management area. |
The pipeline will'be backfilled to'the
extent of the material excavated from the ditch
after they have got the installation and it wouid
be a 30-foot right-of-ﬁay with an édditional work~-
ing space of’70 feet,during the.installation.
| We have had this type bf pipelines on
some of our other refuges and game manage@ent‘
. areas and héve,not had adverse probleﬁs with them.
_They are offefing us a fee of $35 a rod; which
'Qould come out to aBdut $82,000 for the right-of-
way. With the saféguards inéorporated,in the
permit,Li would fecqmmend that you grant the
right;of-way ﬁo Shell for the installation of this
piﬁeline. o |
' THE CHAIRMAN: - 0. X., we have a recom-
mendatidn._ . ’ i | | |
MR, FARRELLY: I will make a motion that
we accept the fecémméﬁdafion.
MR. LUTTRELL: I second the motion.

THE CHAIRMAN: The motion has been -

3 ' ' ' '
58: HELEN R. DIETRICH, INC., the complete convention servjce in new orleans



61

made.by Mr; Farrelly; seconded b} Mr. Luttréll.
Ail in favorhéay aye.

IN UNISON: .Aye.

THE CHATIRMAN: Any opposed?

o | (No reéponse) |

 The ﬁotién carries.:

Thank you very much,'Ailéﬁ. We always.
appreciéte verykmuch:seeing_you up here. Now we
,haQe Mr. Joe Herring.

MR. JOE HERRING: Thank you, Mr.. Chair-
man. 'It‘is goiﬁg to be kiﬁd of hgrd to follow
that alligator program Allen put bn; especially
sincé he wore his alligatof tie at the séﬁe time
there today. |

The first item we haQe on ‘the agend;
today'pertaiﬁs to the. D'Arbonne Nétional‘Wildlife‘
Refuge ﬁhat has been establishe& up on the
D'Arbonne Bayou. The D'Arbonne Bayou sﬁlits this
area in half and we have ju?isdictibn aver A
‘D'Arbonne Bayou while the Fish &'Wildiife Service
has jurisdiction over the land. We have worked
very closely with those people on establishing |

their hunting seasons and they are much similar
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to the ones we have 6n ou? wildlife management
,areaéiand they are real liberalf. We have had real
good cooperation. I think our éeople 9ut‘o£.the..-
Monroe office and.the people of the Fish & Wildf
life Service up tﬁere work real good togetﬁer in
éstablishing'it.' | |
| What I would like to ask the Commission
is ;hat on the b’Arbonne'Bayou, where it runs
through the D'Arbonne Refuge tﬁere; National Wild-
life Refuge,'that the seasons be thé same. This
would help our enforcement people And their ehforcem
-ment people both to controi the seasons up.there
and &é wouid‘have one séason 6n it for deer and
raécoon;lsquirrel and'rabbitg ané §ther species -
that they have. |
1 Qould recommend to the Commission
thaﬁ we do this.
' THE CHAIRMAN: Gentlemen, do we have a
"motion on thé floor?' |
MR, FARRELLY: Yes;il will make that
motion, tﬁat'the recémﬁendation be accepted.
THE CHAIRMAN: We have a motion by Mr.

Farrelly to accept the recommendation.
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MR, RIGGS: Second. |
.THE'CﬁA;kMAN: Seconded by Mr. Riggs.
~ All in favor say aye.
IN UNISON: Aye.
THE CHAIRMAN: Any opposed?
| (No reéponse) -
Motion carried.
| (The fuli text of the
resolﬁtion is here made
a part of the record.)
WHEREAS, the D'Arbonne
National Wildlife Refuge was_estaB-
lished for tﬂe purpose of preserving,
protecting and wisely maﬁaging the
wildlife resources occurring ;n these
1and§; and | | | |
WHEREAs; the management of
these wildlife resources is‘largely
dependeht'oﬁ the ability‘to'fggulate
and control the use of said resources
on such refuges; and
WHEREAs; the channel of

Bayou D'Arbonne which flows thrdugﬁ
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the'Réfuge is considered to be a
na#igable stream agd therefore owned
by the State of Louisiana, and

WHEREAs; existing federal
regulatioﬁs do not have jurisdiction
over Bayou D'Arbonne, and |

WHEREAS, the current wild-
1ife manégement program will be
seriously hampered by the lack of
enforcement jurisdiction on Béydu
D'Arbonne;

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED
thaf the Louisiana Wildlife and Fish-
eries’Commission hereby‘estﬁblishes

the following rules  and regulations
' for that portion of Bayou D'Arbonne that-
traverses the D'Arbonne National Wild-
life Reguge: |
nunting~seasoﬁs, including
the use and transportatioﬁ
of firearms;will be the same
as those currently in effect
on D'Arbonne National Wildiifé

Refﬁge.
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THE CHAIRMAN: Gb ahead, Joe.

.MR. HﬁRRING: Mr. Chairman; the second.
item is a resolution pertaining to,Nétionél‘Hunt~
ing and Fiéhing Day, which will be September 22,
L979, and a proclamation‘pertaiﬁing to this has

~been pfépared by the Govern;r. It is more or less
in recognition of the sportsmen of our state and
also the sportsmen of the nation -and the things
‘that fhey ﬁave done for wildlife management and
conservation.

We nust say.that the Spoftsmen were
probabiy the firs£ peOple to ever start establisﬁ-
ing good conservation, préservation'or wildlife
‘management progréms. We have a lot §f other
organizatiéﬁs that are always opposing and not
doing much,.like the Defenders of Wildlife, Friends
of Animals and many of those. They»afe al&éfs in“'
Aopposition; but these people havé pﬁt up billions.
of dollars in the past few year for management of
' wildlife resources in the stéte and water :esourcea;
and this is a day that'ﬁ?ré or less they can be
recognized.

Many of the clubs thrdughoutithe state
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give special programs that day for the génerai
public.' A lot of the news media participate in
it and it'is a reai good.day-that people do get
out aﬁd recognize them.

The sportsmen have also been the ones
to put regulations on themselveg; seasons and
bag limits. They have been taxed Wlth an arms
"and ammunition tax, also the flshing tackle that
we buy, and this all comes back into the state.
In_fact; a lot of pedple don't realize that every
gdn that you buy h#s an 11 percent excise tax on
it,.whi;ﬁ comes back into our wildlife management
program hére_inhégr state to.help opérate our
"wildlife management areas and thesé things. Also,
-all thé:fishing ﬁackle that you buy has a 10 per-
ceﬁt excise tax, and this comes back into-our
state for our fish and game program, ﬁq help oper-
ate them. 1In fqét, if wévdidn't have those; we
would certainly be ﬁurting for money.

So, 1 would recommend to the Commissioﬁ
“then that we go ahead and pass a resolqtion; mak-
ing Septémber 22 National Hunting and Fishing Day.

THE CHAIRMAN: Gentlemen, you have a
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recommendation.
| MR, LUTTRELL: I so move.
MR, RIGGS:.‘Second..
THE CﬁAIRMAN: .Moved by Mr. Luttrell,
seconded by.Mr..Riggs. All in favor say aye.
IN UNISON: Avye. | |
THE CHAIRMAN: Any opposed?
| (No response)
Motion carried.
(The full text of the
resolution is here made
a part of the record.j
" WHEREAS, because of the out-
standing contributions that America's
hunters and fishermen héve made to con-
servation, recreation and the econoﬁy,
they are deserving of special recognition,
and | |
_;WHEREAs; since the turn of the
century, hunters and angiers'have been
the leaders in nearly all major conserva-
tion programs, These sportsmen-conserva-

tionists are responsible for the founding
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of st#te fish and game departmehcs
.in all fifty'stateé. They asked that
they, fhemselves, be required to buy
liéenses and that the money collected
_be used to support state conservation
agencies. In thé last fifty years
alone, these sportsmen have provided
$2.5 billion for conservatiﬁn purposes;
and |

.~ WHEREAS, hunﬁers_and'fiShérmen
asked for the establishﬁent of reguia-
tion seasons and bég_limits so that
sportsmen coﬁld‘harvest the annual cfof
of géme'and fish without &aﬁage to the
basic breeding population. The result
.has been that there are now more deer,
elk, éntelope and wild ﬁurkey in the
United étates tﬁah there were fifty o
years égo; Further, spoftsmen's'pro-
gr#ms have benefited numéroﬁs specieé
of non-game fish and wildlife through
habitat development; and

WHEREAS, hunters and fishermen,
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uniéue in-ell Ameriea, esked tﬁet their
fishing and hﬁnting eéuipment be taxed
end that‘the ﬁeney be used for land
acquisition, research and habitat maﬁ-
agement for fish and wildlife for the
‘enjoyment of all Americans; and
WHEREAS, through their'publica-
tions and organizations such as the
National Wildlife Federation, Ducksv.
Unlimited, Izaak Walton League of
America and ﬁany others; hunters and
flshermen have led the nation in the
battle for a better environment and
the wise uee of our natural resourcee;'
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED
that the Louisiana Wildlife and Fish-
eries Commission hereby proclaim
September 22, 1979;as~Louisiaha Hunt-
ing'end Fiehing_Day and that.chis.day
be an annual observance the fourth
‘Saturday of each September; The dom-
mission urges all ef our citizens to

join with the sportsmen-conservationists
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in a rededication toithe wise usé of

'ouf natural reéources and their proper

management for the benefit of future

generations. .Further, thé'Commission

u:gés_all citizens to take part in

NatioﬁalMHunting and Fishing Dayv

activities on Seﬁtember 22, 1979, to

learn mdré abduﬁ conservation and

oufdoor skills,

| j MR. HERRING: Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

The third item 1 have oﬁ the agenda is ratifying
the;teal, dove, rails,'gallinules, snipe and wood-
cdock se#son as we set at the June meeting. As
jou will recall, we went ahead and set them, pr§;
vided that these did go along with ﬁhe fe&eral.
framework as sent-in. We do have the federal
framework and guidelines and it does c§mp1y with
what we have set on those seasoﬁs; so since we
”havé givén éi;ithé seésqﬁs attﬁhe'Juné meeting
'aﬁd.also cdpies haveibgen p:gvided earlier to the
press, a;d we'éan prov{de'aéditional éopies now
to them An‘the seasons;'I'would recommend to the .

 Commission then that we ratify all the seasons as
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far as fhe migratory épecies with the exceptiod of.
.wacérfoﬁl as set at our June méeting. |

THE CHAIRMAN: O. K.; you have the recom-

mendation. o )
| MR. LUTTRELL: I so move.

MR. FARRELLY: I will second that.

THE CHAIRMAN: Moved by Mr. Luttrell,
seconded by Mr. Farrelly. All in faver say aye.

IN UNISON: Aye. |

THE CﬁAIRMAN: 0pposed?

"(No response)
Motion gafried.' |
' MR. HERRING: Thank you, Mi. Chairman.
THE CHAIRMAN: Thank you. O, K., the
only other thiﬁg we‘havé on the ageﬂda'is other
lbusinessf Is there_énybody that wants to bring
anything up as faé as other business?

MR, FARRELLY: Yes, I have a rééugst
that I woﬁld 1ike to1méke., I‘think a réquésé'is
}suffiéient., I &on't;think we need a”motioﬁ'or
anything. | | |

I would like that when we get our

informal agenda, if we could get some supplemental
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iﬂformation along with the informallagendé, such.
as, in the case'of}Allen ;-’this is not any cric~-
iciéonf anybody; it is just if we. could get some
more information; like in Allen'sAcase if we could-
h#&e'gottén a copy of the alligator regulations
that he—was going.to propose, if we could get that
a week éheéd of time so0 we could possibly look it
over and see if the pedple we are representing
might_havé a qﬁestion gohcerning that. The same
thing with pipelines, the various items that we
get on tﬁe informal agenda, if we could get éome-
additional backup information so we could review
thié before we co¥e to our Monday méeting énd
present &uestions at that meéting.
| I'dpn'f know whether thaf needs to be
éqt in the form of a motion. I think a request
should be sufficient. Does this create a prbblém'
for you all? | |
Mk; ENSMI&GER:‘ @ can't visualize it

,creating a probleﬁ for'aﬁyone in the Department.
ﬁormaily we know three or four weeks in advance
of the bogrd‘meeting what we have on the agenda.

Pie solicits the individual chiefs and asks them
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~what'they Have for the agendat. Unlese it is some-
" thing that just comes up at the 1ast minute, yeu
know, but even that materlal Jim could be cir-
‘culated to you. - For instance 11ke the pipeline,
I had the letter that we received from Shell last
anursday. That could have had a copy made and
eirculated to‘the Board members.. I think thathie
could prebably put‘tﬁis stuff together for yon.

MR. FARRELLY: The same thing with, you
‘know, like Harry, ifAhe could have sent us some-
thing on Black'Bay.

MR, ENSMINGER: The alligator regulations
we eouldnft'because Marguerite was typing then
waiking down.the hall to the Board meeting.

| 'THE:CHAIRMAN' We understand that there
are some that won't be available. "Jim, I think tha
is a very good suggestlon. I thlnk that it would
'Just make the Commission members a little more
knowledgeable of what 1is gozng on on the agenda
when they get in the informal meeting. They have
had a little chance-on thelr way down hefe-to_loek
over the nertinent infofmation that goes with dif-

ferent recommendations, I think it would be an

LILJ
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excellent idea and there is no need of putting it
in a motion. I think the administrative people
will handle it very capably. |

' Is there anyone who hasnft been heard

who would like to say something to the Commission?

~ Mr. Riggs.

MR. RIGGS: I would also like to agree
with Mr. Farrelly's reauest because the Board
could be much hetter informed when it comes to
the meetings on various issues coming before them,
so I ﬁould-just like to say I agree with that.

| I would like'to commend Mr. Allen
Ensminger for a wonderful presentation on the
alligator. problem and I was just wondering if it
might possxbly be in order for this Commission to
pass a resolution and send it to the legislative
delegatlon and also to the head of the Department
of the Interior, pointing out to them the possible}
results of the5a11igatot hide not‘being able.to
‘be sold on the international trade. I think it
would be a disaster for the alligatar if they
'doh't act on it, I was just wondering if possibly

a resolution by the Commission shouldn't be in

08¢
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order.
| THE CHAIRMAN: What do you think; Allen?

MR, EﬁSM;NGER:' Certainly this should be
done._AAs I mentioned there; the U, S, Fish & Wild-
life Service is in the Federal Register witﬁ é
differenﬁ set of propoéed regulations. I think
the'reéolutiﬁn should address itself specifically
to the fact that here you have been presented two
totally different sets of regulatiohs by t#o dif-
ferent groups in Washington who have the‘veto power
over ététe wildlife managément prograﬁs.and that
you are not happy with this kind:of foolishness.

It islve;y.confusing; even to adminis-
trators like us who have been involved in thesé;
'fedéral'programs fdrbmost of our professional life,
to see this séuabble and inner Qonflict that has
developed in a power struggle at the Washington
level. As Mr. Riggs-has.pointed‘out; it is very,
very Eritical that an‘ordérly érocess'by which the
1ega11y ﬁaken skins qan_be:put iﬁto commerce and,
és Davé Hall says, certainlf we are.goiﬁg t§ have
people that get confused and put the tag on the

alligator's nose instead of his tail,’ana someone
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is golng.to come along\and say;'§See; we tolo you
the program wonldnlt work;"- But.you know; an
objectionlst can always flnd something wrong and
a person that is broadmlnded and moving forward is
bound to make some mistakes at some point._
I have had my head skinned several t1mes.

That may be why I am klnd of baldheaded ‘but T
never have been accused of not being aggressive
and not trying‘to carry on a program. I think cer-
~tainly anything that you gentlemen can do to --

| THE CHAIRMAN' Let's have the Board and
Allen prepare a resolutlon and we w111 adopt it as
of now. nght after~the meetlng we can.get
together and prepare a resolutlon, if you would
hllke and cover the things you want.' I think you
are absolutely correct. The people that are writ-
ing regulations who have never seen an alllgator
other than in a book just have no bu51ness wr1t1ng
hregnlations,on~the thing. If they want to do some
,on-the-job training we will be glad to ship them
10,000 alligators to Washington and put them ont

by the monument and let them train on them.

MR, ENSMINGER: The last time a Board
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member mede that_comment;.we ended up having to
catch about 2;000 and ship them out.

~THE CHAIRMAN: That was me, too, that
made that cemmett.

MR, ENSHINGER° An additional thing I
'would like to see you gentlemen 1nc1ude in your
resolutlon is a request as to why they have not
responded to your ‘former request to remove a sub-
Etantiai number of those surplus animals off the
SaBine'Natioﬁal Wildlife Refuge in Cameron Parieh
This is a 130,000- -acre tract of land that is situ-
ated in the heart of that marsh over there. The
surrounding 1andowners have harvested alligatore
there.all-bf this decade and to no great avail,
because it is jdst an incubator for 'gators to
move over onto their marshes as they are over-
populated on the refuge;

| They have.made.numerous Harvest_of'

small 'gators off there for restocking, end‘cer—
tainly we have participated in this and have
appreciated'the aveilability of.theee'small 'gator$,
but they do have a tremendbue number‘of 1erge

'gators on the refuge that certainly could be
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,harvesﬁed and put iﬁto trade without disrupting
the manégement.program; and éertainly the Fish &
Wildlife Service history doesn't prohibit alli-
gator hunting.' Tﬁey carried on a season on{the
Sabine Refuge after we had closed the state season,
Bqt we”doﬁ't like to-tell‘them_ﬁhat in public too
oftén. | ._’ ,

THE CHAIRMAN: 0. K., fine, let's include
that in there and let's make it in the form of a
motion, and then if you can get it prepared as
soon as you can after tﬁe meeting, then'the'lady}
can get it included into our meeting minutes.

‘MR, LUTTRELL: Mr. Chairman, I would --

vIHE ¢HAIRMAN: I think Mr. Riggs has
the floor. ' | |

MR. RIGGS: Rather than rush this thing,
my théughts‘were possibly preéaring this_resolu-
tion for adopﬁion at the August meeting, which
would giye considerable‘ﬁore time to:prepare it.
It starts.in Septepbgr; but -- N

" THE CHAIRMAN: We could prepare it and’

get it in this meeting. We can go ahead and make

the motion now, and then get it to Washington. It

® _
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is going to take them thirty days to iook at.it.
| MR. LUTTRELL: Don; my ideé was this;
that we pass a resolution.-;

MR. RIGGS: I would like to point out
in‘the.resolﬁfion that we furnished several impor-
.tant ingredients that were instrumental in bring-
ing the alligator babk; one of them being monetary,
secondlj, the enforcement; and third,]tﬁe courté,
the prqsecutions; and last but not least; the
‘cOOperation of the landowners; and 1 wduid like
- to point out that these were four necessary things
in order to bring back the alligator.

THE CHAIRMAN: O, K,, you are going to
be included'in tﬁere in makingvthe resolution,
Charleé.' What we are doing right now is to make
a motion for the resolution and we all get togethen
affer the meeting and make the resélution; '‘Is
that'all right with the bommission?

: MR;~LUTTRELL:.{Correct;'A
 THE CHAIRMAN: - O, K., I think Mr;'Riggs
}should mak'e‘the.m;)tion.~ | |
MR. RIGGS: I will make a motion thaﬁ

we send such a resolution.

5 .
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*.THE.CHAIRMAN: ,d° K., Mr.'Riggs has
made the mofion.we‘send a reéolution; Do I have
a second? |

| MR. LUTTRELL: I second; Mr. Chairman.

THE CHAIRMAN: 0. K., seconded by Mr,
Luttrell. All in favor say aye.

IN UNISON: Aye.

fHE CHAIRMAN: “Any diséenting votes?

| | (No response) |

The_motion.passes. We will have a
resolution., .Allen; we will get together with you
- right after the meeting and we will get the
resolution togethef. If the news media would like
to pick up'a~copy; we will have it fof you jdsﬁ as
soon as wé can.

| (The full text of the

afofementioned resolution
is here made.a part of
the record;)
ﬁHEREAs; the Louiéiana Wild-
life'and Fiéheries Qommission-has been
involved in the ;é:ive fés:dration of

the American alligator population in

[. 33 ' .
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our state for mofe‘thaﬁ two decades; and
WHEREAs;.these programs'have
involyed exfensive research; law enforce-
ment and public relations programs,
. including exCellent'cﬁoperation of the
courtég and |
| WHEREAs; these programs have
been very sﬁccgssful and attracted
international and national attention; and
VWHEREAs; other states and
“foreign counﬁries have utilized informa-
ltion obtained from the research and
'enfofcemeh; effofts; and |
 WHEREAS, the U. S. Fish and
'ﬁildlife Séfvice ﬂas adverﬁised in fhe
' Federal Register a set of proposed
;egulatioﬁs wﬁich‘are substantially
differént'from-the fegulations proposed
byvthe'Eqdaﬁgered.Spécies Scientific
Authority} and ’ |
- ‘WHEREAS, these diffe?gnt
regulations.arg,éuite confusing to

wildlife department administrators’
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and the public; and
| WHEREAS, many of the features
contained in the two sets 6f regulations
proposed would severely limit or pro-
hibit orderly internafional trade in
'thié véluﬁblé renewable.nationalv
resoufce; and
| wHEREAs; the private land—>
owners in our state realize a‘substén-
tial source of income froqlthe harvest
of furbearing animals and alligators,
Aand this has créatéd'a-direct conflict -
~_to.the economic inqomelﬁo the trapper
and landowner; and A |
-'WHEREAS, the State of Louisiana
is geogréphically located in an area
where outdoorurecreation is an important
economic and soéial résource; and
;'WHEREAS, the increasing
number of ailigator and hﬁman contacts
havé #reated imminent threats to the
‘recreational fesources; and

WHEREAS, we feel that the
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, regulétory requirement of the
Endangered Spécies Act of 1973 and
the reghlations of state laws are
sufficient to provide ample protec-
tion to the American alligétor popu-
lation and international trade wou%d
not pose a threat to the population;
#nd |

WHEREAs; unless reasonable
regulations‘afe allowed by'the’U.vS.
Fish and Wildlife.Service, the entire
alligator managemenﬁ prograﬁ'of the
southeastern bnited States will be iﬁ
jeopardy; |

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED
that the Louisiana:Wildlife anleiéh-
eries Commission does hereby request .

‘that the U, S, Fish and Wildlife

Service proceed with the orderly adop-

tion,of'regulations.which would permit
~the export of American alligator skins
to foreign countries under reasonable

requirements and clarify to the buﬁlic

[ ) .
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your depart@ént's intereét in the wise
management and utilization of this
‘abundant resource; and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that
these regulations be finalizéa at the
earliest possible date following the
end of the presént advertisement; and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED .that
a copy of this resolution be sent to
the Secretary of the Department of the -
Intérior, the Director of.the Uu. S.
Fish an& Wildlife Service; and to
the.members of~the Louiéiana Congrés-
sional Delegatipn. |
THE CHAIRMAN:' The next Wildlife and
Fisheries Commiésibn meeting will be the 27fh and
28th. Alien; if you will inform the Commission
members by phone or by mail about this meeting in
Houma, we will be happy to get as man} Commission
members as we can down there.
Mr. Duffy;.oﬁr}aftorney; is here today.
Do you have anything for the Commission this

morning, Peter?
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MR. ?ETERJDUFFYE Yes;-the_only thing I
do ha#e, Mr. Ghairﬁ#n; is that sometime ago,the-
Commission through its administratof under the
Scenic Rivers‘ACt'dénied an application'ﬁo Bossier
fariéh to have a water supply'out qf Dorcheatv
Bayod. The record is now completé and I just
wanted to officially notify the‘commissidn that
I am formally filing with the Commission the.appeal
that had been taken from it.

THE CHAIRMAN:‘ When.are we supposed té
take acti&n on this, Peter? |

MR, DUFFY: Tentétively_in‘talking-with
Mr. Angélle we tho;ght'that maybe the September
meeting would be ample,timelfor the>peop1é that
are interested ﬁb supply briefs to the.Commiséion
under the rules as previously adopted. I am going
to speak with Mr; Héenry Brown, who is the District
Attorney up in Boséier Parish, t&Asee if that.
period of time -is sufficient for him,. He doesn't
‘know yef thét the reéord'haé been formally com-
pieted gnd ié going to be filed.

THE CHAIRMAN: Now the Commission makes

a decision on this?
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* MR, bUFFY: Yes; it reviews the action
of the administrator.

THE CHAIRMAN: ' They are going to need
notice sinéé.chéy may &ant to have.people down
here? | o

| ‘MR.fDUFFY: Well; actually; as far as
the rules providé; it ié going to be written on
brief #nd an oral presentation. That is what was
followed in the only ochef adminiéérative hearing
that we have ﬁad on appeal.

THE CHAIRMAN: There may.bé‘somé witnesse
that may waﬁt to come down and testify at. that |
time. Can they do that on appeal?

| MR. DUFFY: Not on appeal. I;.has to
be strictly fréﬁ thé record that has been made at
the publie heafing and any briefs thét interested
parties might want to submit;

THE.CHAIRMAN: Petef; can I have a copy
of ghat befbre,l ieave? That is right direétly-in
.my parish and Ilwould iike.to find oﬁt what -

o " MR. DUFFY: A copy of the rules?

THE CHAIRMAN: Yes. Can you mail them

S
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Mk;'DUFFY:' Yes; I will get them to you.
THE CHAIRHAN: Yes; I would appreciate
it | |
. All right; did I say we have the 27th
and 28th for our next formal meeting?

MR.'LUTTRELL: Yes.

THE éHAiRMAN: All right, if there is
no other business to come before this. Commission,
we have one thipg that Captain Pete brought in
ﬁere that I have given copies to all the Commis-
sion-membefe.> Peee; we will meet with you on ﬁhe

jnext informal meetlng down here and discuss this.
Is that all r1ght’ |

MR, VUJNOVICH: I will be there.

THE CHAIRMAN AllAright, fine. Thank
‘you, ladles and gentlemen, for your endurance.

If no one has anything else; this Commission

stands officially edjourﬁed.

(Whereupon, at 11:10 o'clock
a.m., Tuesday July 24, 1979,
the meeting was adjourned.)

Kathryn G. Chemberlin,
Reporter.
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CER TIFICAT E

I, the undersigned reporter, DO HEREBY

CERTIFY that the above and foregoing'( 87 pages

ofitybewritten matter) is a true and correct
transcription of the tape recording and of the

stenographic notes of the proceedings herein,

- transcribed by me, at the time and place herein-

before ﬁoted.
| New Orleans, Louisiana, this 22nd day of

August, 1979.

: ; T~Katﬁr:yn G Chamberlin,
. Reporter.
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